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MIDWIFERY 2020 –Delivering expectations

Over two hundred midwifery experts from all over the UK will gather today (9 September 2010) at a conference in Our Dynamic Earth in Edinburgh which coincides with the publication of a landmark report on midwifery: Midwifery 2020 – Delivering expectations.
Delivering expectations is the culmination of the Midwifery 2020 programme, a unique UK-wide collaboration commissioned up by the four UK Chief Nursing Officers in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, which focused on how midwives and midwifery can make the greatest contributions to the health and wellbeing of women, babies and families.
The key messages in this report provide a framework against which all those with an involvement in maternity services across the UK can benchmark their current services and can plan their own responses which will enable midwives to continue to develop appropriate quality care and services.
The programme brought together a wide range of stakeholders in maternity services -including midwives, other health professionals and women who use services - to consider and debate evidence and information about midwifery and maternity services.  This report distils their expertise into key messages and sets out the vision for midwifery across the UK.  It aims to ensure that midwives, as lead maternity care professionals, can build on their professional heritage and develop their education, innovations, skills and attributes to meet the challenges and opportunities of maternity care in the 21st century
Introducing the report, Rosemary Kennedy, CBE, Chair of Midwifery 2020 and Chief Nursing Officer for Wales, said:  
“Midwives and the care they provide to women, babies and families are of the utmost importance to society.  Across the UK, midwives are key professionals in ensuring that women have a safe and emotionally satisfying experience during their pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal period. 

“In particular, midwives are the lead professional for women with no complications. They also normally act as the co-ordinator of care for all women during their pregnancy".

Notes

1. The Midwifery 2020 programme was carried out in partnership with the Royal Colleges, the Nursing and Midwifery Council and consulted with a range of partners and stakeholders in maternity care including, professional bodies, higher education professionals, interest groups and employers across all four countries.
2.
      The Programme’s principal objectives were:
· Review the current and developing role of midwives in the UK within the context of evolving healthcare provision, tackling inequalities, improved outcomes, and user expectations and experiences
· Gather and use available evidence to set the appropriate direction  for midwifery services across each of the UK countries
· Use national and international evidence, taking account of factors  which will influence the landscape, to scope and describe current and potential models of midwifery service provision
· Scope current midwifery education and consider its fitness for  purpose
· Identify current and future career pathways for midwives 

· Maximise the potential for midwives to develop capacity and capability in developing and delivering research-based practice
· Scope the role, capabilities and career pathway for maternity support workers/maternity care assistants in supporting midwives, midwifery practice and maternity care
· Consider opportunities and ways of supporting and retaining midwives in practice 

